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Welcome 
This tutorial will explain with some examples how fdf-Converter and 
pdf-FieldMerge can be connected to Excel and Access to create an 
automatic workflow. Of course you can adapt this process to other 
programs.  


These descriptions will help to go first steps and support your daily 
business. 


We are not liable for any damages. 


If you need any further help, please contact us by phone or email 


info@pdf-office.com 


 


 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Copyright by  
 


UNIVERSE 
Software GmbH 
 
Deutzer Str. 35 
D-41468 Neuss 


fon (++49) +21 31 / 35 00 50 
 


eMail info@oviz.biz 


www.ovis.biz 



mailto:info@pdf-office.com

mailto:info@oviz.biz

http://www.ovis.biz
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Notes for user 
We will use the following style: 


Features and messages will be written bold and italic:  
Example: Please select file open in the menu 
Input via keyboard will be written bold: 
Example: Please edit abcdefg 


 


Tips for an easy use. 


 


Pay attention to this. 


 


The menus presented within this quick manual are based on Windows 
XP platform  


Requirements and basics: 
pdf-FieldMerge can not create and process SQL-statements  


You must know form field names of your pdf document 
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 Introduction 
To comprehend our examples you need fdf-Converter and pdf-
FieldMerge software. You can also only use demo versions. 


You have to first install both products. Example files, directories and 
subdirectories you can find in �samples� directory. You simply have 
to extract the ZIP file to installation directory of fdf-Converter and 
pdf-FieldMerge. 


Why do you need both products? 


fdf-Converter easily imports fdf-files and converts these to a CSV 
file. 


(Background: fdf-files are content user enters to a pdf form. So there 
are two level of information in a pdf form: 1st pdf form with texts and 
formats and images, 2nd form field�s user can fill in. This content will 
be saved to a separate file called *.fdf.) 


In many cases you want to process these data in other applications, 
espacially when you return many forms from many users. You there-
fore have to export fdf-data to other file format. fdf-Converter pro-
vides you with this feature.. 


Example:  
You created a survey with pdf forms. Results of contestants you 
now have as fdf files available. You want to import these data to an 
Excel file for further analyses.  


You just have to start fdf-Converter, select an fdf file and save this 
to csv. That´s all. 


pdf-FieldMerge is able to import field values from a file and merge 
these to a PDF-file. This feature allows to import files for example 
from an Excel or an Access file to pdf-FieldMerge  


Example:  
You want to fill a pdf form to register a user to you. Any user in-
formation is saved to a database. Now you can select this data and 
import to pdf-FieldMerge.  
Next step is to select the initial form, where pdf-FieldMerge can 
find all PDF information. Now you only have to press the start but-
ton and pdf-FieldMerge creates a new PDF file with filled form 
fields.  


The following steps describe an automatic way of filling in form fields 
with an Access database with form field content and an Excel file to 
control process. 
Files you need (sample.csv, sample.mdb, sample.xls) you will find in 
the same directory as this documentation.   


Starting point is always a PDF file with form fields. This we call tem-
plate. pdf-FieldMerge will create a copy of this template, fill in values 
and save as a new PDF document.  
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First Steps 
The samples directory 


Example data 


Before you change some data, please have a look at the files in sam-
ples directory. 


Subdirectory data contains some fdf-files. You will 
import them with fdf-Converter later.  


Subdirectory templates contain Template1.pdf with a 
simple form example that will be basis for later pdf file. 


Subdirectory forms will contain merged pdf-files later. 


In sample.csv you will find 3 records. Pay attention that 
in first line you will find field names (of pdf form). The 
following lines contain data for these fields. Every line 
is a new record. 


Creation of this file we will describe later. 


With the help of Sample.mdb we will show how to create a database 
connection. Within Sample.mdb you will find sample.csv as a con-
nected table. Advantage is that you do not have to directly work in 
your database. If you make any mistakes you will keep your data 
without any damages. 


Sample.xls shows the way from Sample.mdb to the pdf file. You 
therefore have to turn on macro properties and automatic file updates.  


You will find three file cards. We first concentrate on Card Data. In 
there you can find 3 records of the database, which are connected to 
sample.csv. 


These data are connected to your Access database via import external 
data. That means, every change of your database will also influence or 
change this index card.  


We again selected an indirect way of connection to prevent damages 
or changes by mistake. 


Let�s talk about changing of data. First close all files. 
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Import of fdf-files 
Creation of csv-file 


First please start fdf-Converter in manual mode (via Start 
menu).  fdf-Converter will check, if you are already registered. 
If not, you can enter your license key to registration menu.  


To test the program, you can press button late and work with 
fdf-Converter in demo mode. The only limitation will be that 
you can only create and save 4 form fields. 


For our example that is enough. 


Now the whole menu will open. First open a file with file se-
lection menu and select from subdirectory data the mickey.fdf 


file.  fdf-Converter will import data and list field names 
and field value (content) in a table.  


The program will automatically suggest a destination for 
later csv-file. As a rule file name is the same as source 
file but with extension csv. Please select destination 
sample.csv. 
Within field options you can see all field names with 
field values now. When you select Append Output you 
can deselect fields. These will NOT be exported to csv-
file. 


To save data line by line you have to select Field names as 
Column Names (when you create a new file you cannot select 
Append Output. This only works with existing files 


Click Start button and data will be exported to csv-file.  


Now have a look at csv-file. You should have one more re-
cord now. Same will happen to database. 


Try this again with fdf-file of Sandy. If you did correctly, you 
will have 5 records in sample.csv. 


You can see how easy it s to combine fdf data to a file. Man-
ual of fdf-Converter will present some more examples how to 
work with this tool. Special benefit is when you select many 
fdf-files which are of the same structure. You then can con-
vert an unlimited number of fdf files to one csv in one step.  
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Creation of pdf-documents 
The Sample.xls file 


To create individual pdf-files pdf-FieldMerge will be called up from 
Excel and provided with parameters.  


Please select file sample.xls. Enable macro properties and automatic 
file update.  


Your Excel file contains three file 
cards. Worksheet �Coice� contains 
a choice box and buttons to control 
process. 


If you are familiar with Excel, you 
of course can customize the pro-
gram as you want. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Please to worksheet Daten. Here you 
will find 5 records of your sam-
ple.mdb. These records are connected 
to your database 


 


 


You can connection to your Access-DB via menu Data / import exter-
nal data. Please select sample.mdb as your source file. Within sam-
ple.mdb you will find a query sample query, which is used as source. 
Using queries allows selecting data in many ways. 


With help of Data properties you can set further parameter. Please 
have a look at setting of records.  You can also use them for your own 
records. 
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When you call up Excel file first it is important to check some pa-
rameters and settings at the beginning. Therefore please open work-
sheet T1.  


 


Field Content default  


1B  installation directory C:\Programme\Ovis\pdf-FieldMerge 


1C  Name of Templates  C:\Programme\Ovis\samples\templates\Template1.pdf 


1D Destination of pdf-files C:\Programme\Ovis\samples\forms\ 


Line 2 contains field names of your pdf form. If you do not now them, 
please have a look at your Excel file sample.csv, where field names of 
fdf-file where imported.  


Pay attention to the sequence of your field names and their data. When 
you hand over data T1:A2 will be connected to Daten:Ax, T1:B2 with 
Daten:Bx, T1:C2 with Daten:Cx and so on. 


(x means line you selected). Wrong sequence causes wrong data. 


You can skip a form field by using XXX as field name. This value 
will not hand over.  


If all settings are OK, you can switch over to file card Choice and start 
a new selection. Please cick Read Data to start new selection. Selected 
records will be listed in the right box. 


Press Merge and all records you selected will be saved to subdirectory 
forms.  


If you test all this with our trial versions, you will get a registration 
menu where you can click later when you do not want to register in 
that moment.  


The whole process is a Visual Basic Code process you can look at, if 
you want to. You can also customize this code to your demands, if 
you know VB. 


 


We hope this little example will help to understand our solutions a lit-
tle better and support you in your daily business. 


 


For any suggestions or questions, please contact us.  


The UNIVERSE Software Team 
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Our Solutions 
 


pdf-Office  


Create sophisticated PDF forms and PDF documents very easily 
from the scratch.  


 
pdf-FormServer 


Save any PDF form with content to your desktop or server. 
Available as: 
Client-Edition for local user/desktop 
Server-Edition for Intranet demands 
Web-Edition for Internet demands 
 


pdf-FieldMerge 
Edit new field values to your pdf forms. Automatically. Create 
new, personalized forms. Either in background (with call up 
from other programs) or with fully graphical control. 


 


 


fdf-Converter 
Converts automatically fdf files to csv format for an import to 
MS-Access or Excel. 


 


 


 
pdf-DocPro 


Set new properties to any existing PDF file. 


 


 


pdf-Recover 
Forgot our PDF master password? No problem! 


 
 
 
pdfMachine 


Create PDF files from any Windows application. 
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